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CONPIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 0238 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, EAGR, LAID, SY 
SUBJECT: WHO WILL IRRIGATE SYRIA? 

1. SUMMARY: ON MARCH 14 DURING MY COURTESY CALL ON 
JAPANESE AMBASSADOR MINORU IMAI, THE AMBASSADOR GAVE 
ME AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT OP A RECENT GO-ROUND HE HAD HAD 
WITH SARG OVER THE MASKINA IRRIGATION PROJECT. IT WILL 

BE USEPUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FOLLOWING INTER-ARAB 
RELATIONS AS WELL AS CURRENT ARAB ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE 
SOVIET UNION. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO IMAI THE SARG ASKED GOJ OVER EIGHT MONTHS 
AGO TO CONSIDER UNDERTAKING A $30 MILLION IRRIGATION 
PROJECT AT MASKINA EAST OP ALEPPO ON THE EUPHRATES RIVER. 
ALTER COMPLETING ALL THE NECESSARY STUDIES, THE 

GOJ TOLD THE SARG IT WOULD DO THE PROJECT ONLY TO 
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DISCOVER THAT THE SYRIANS HAD BECOME IMPATIENT AND HAD GIVEN 
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THE PROJECT TO THE SOVIETS. THE SARG THEN TRIED TO GET 
THE JAPANESE TO DO SOMETHING ELSE, BUT THEY STEADFASTLY 
REFUSED. FACED WITH THIS IMPASSE, FONMIN KHADDAM, 

HIMSELF, ASKED IMAI TO HOLD OFF WHILE HE HELD FURTHER 
DISCUSSIONS. LATER THE SAME DAY KHADDAM CALLED HIM TO 
SAY THAT SYRIA DEFINITELY WANTED THE JAPANESE TO HAVE 
THE PROJECT. AND IT WAS SO. 

3. THE NEXT CHAPTER BEGAN WHEN THE IRAQIS PROTESTED 
OVER THE PROPOSED WATER DIVERSION SAYING THERE 
COULD BE NO IRRIGATION PROJECTS UNTIL THE DISPUTE OVER 
APPORTIONMENT OF WATERS IN THE EURPHRATES HAD BEEN 
RESOLVED. IMAI SAYS THAT THE SARG WAS CONVINCED 

THE SOVIETS PUT THE IRAQIS UP TO THE PROTEST BECAUSE 

THEY HAD LOST THE PROJECT. IMAI ALSO SAYS THAT PRIME 

MINSITER MAHMUD AYYUBI OPENLY EXPRESSED "HATRED" OF THE SOVIETS 

FOR THEIR MEDDLING IN SUCH AFFAIRS. IN ANY EVENT, THE 

SYRIANS AUTHORIZED THE JAPANESE TO CARRY OUT AND COMPLETE 

THE PROJECT, DESPITE IRAQI OBJECTIONS. 

4. COMMENT: IT SEEMS TO ME THERE ARE SEVERAL INTERESTING 
ASPECTS OF THIS STORY. THE FIRST IS THE SOVIET WILLING- 
NESS TO UNDERTAKE SUCH PROJECTS AS THEY ARISE. SECONDLY, 

THERE SEEMS TO BE A SYRIAN PREFERENCE TO GET OTHER 
COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS EVEN TO THE 
EXTENT OF TAKING PROJECTS AWAY FROM THE SOVIETS. THIRDLY, 

IS THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE SARG REPORTEDLY BELIEVES THE 
SOVIETS WILL GO TO APPLY PRESSURE ON DAMASCUS. YET, 

ABOVE ALL, THIS STORY SEEMS TO SAY THE SYRIANS HAVE THEIR 
OWN HEAD ABOUT THEIR BUSINESS AND ARE WILLING TO PROCEED AS 
THEY WISH EVEN IF IT MEANS RISKING PRESSURE FROM EITHER 

THE SOVIET UNION OR ITS ARAB NEIGHBORS. 
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